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Adolphus Higgins House

Big Woods community

Private

This two story frame house with two rooms down and two up
stood on property that was purchased by a Black family in 1872.
The log kitchen that was attached to the back of this house may
have been a portion of the original house, which this frame
dwelling replaced.
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According to Florence Hallman, community informant for Big Woods,
this house was a frame dwelling with two rooms down and two up. They
were heated by wood burning stoves and had double hung sash windows with
6 x 6 panes. It resembled the homes of the Gene Hackett and Henry T.
Onley, which remain standing and which have been photographed as part
of this survey. See descriptions of those sites for more details.

Mrs. Hallman recalls that there was a one room log kitchen attached
to the rear of this house. Behind it was a meat house, and other out-

buildings common to small farmsteads.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This house stood on land that was purchased by Adolph Higgins in

1872, soon after the Civil War and emancipation (deed EBP lo/405). It
was purchased from James and Annie Trundle and consisted of 7 1/8 acres.
The land cost $142.50. It was a part of the tract known as "It May Be
In Good Time'". The Trundles owned a considerable amount of property in
Big Woods and were one of the white families that sold lots to incoming
mlgcks after emancipation. Though Higgins did own land here in 1872,
neither he nor any of the other Black landowners of Blg Woods who were
there at the time (except Rev. Elijah Awkard) were shown on the map of
Medley's district in Hopking' Atlas of 1879 of Montgomery County.

The other Black landowners of the 1870s in Big Woods built log
houses, and it is unusual that Higgins' house was frame. Probably
it was a replacement for an earlier log dwelling. Perhaps the kitchen

attached to the back length was a part of the original house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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